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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 OES-07 FEA-01 ERDA-07 /036 W 

128652 220827Z/15 

R 2207 15Z AUG 77 
FM AMCONSUL PALERMO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2188 
INFO USDOC WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMCONSUL MILAN 


UNCLAS PALERMO 0600 


BRUSSELS FOR USEEC 


MILAN FOR TRADE CENTER 


E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: BEXP, TECH, ENERG, IT 

SUBJECT: SOLAR ENERGY DEVELOPMENTS IN SICILY 


1 . FOLLOWING DEVELOPMENTS REFLECT GROWING, CONCRETE INTEREST IN 
EXPLOITING SICILY'S SOLAR ENERGY CAPABILITIES: 

A) ON JULY 14, 1977, SICILIAN REGIONAL ASSEMBLY PASSED A SOLAR 
ENERGY LAW THAT IS REPORTEDLY THE FIRST OF ITS KIND IN ITALY. 

THE LAW VOTED 3.7 BILLION LIRE (CA. 4 MILLION DOLS.) TO BE SPENT 
OVER THE PERIOD 1978-82 FOR RESEARCH AND THE PRODUCTION OF SOLAR 
ENERGY EQUIPMENT. 

THE LAW (COPIES POUCHED STATE/OES) IS A SYNTHESIS OF PREVIOUS BILLS 
PROPOSED BY SEVERAL POLITICAL PARTIES AND BY THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT 
(PALERMO A-7 OF NOV. 24, 1976 AND A-2 OF JANUARY 18, 1977). 

SUBSEQUENT TO PASSAGE THE LAW WAS REJECTED BY THE ITALIAN STATE 
COMMISSIONER FOR SICILY ON GROUNDS THAT IT CONFLICTED WITH 
NATIONAL GOVERNMENT'S PREROGATIVES IN RESEARCH. STRONGLY CRITICIZED 
LOCALLY, IT IS EXPECTED THAT NATIONAL GOVERNMENT’SRULING WILL BE 
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EASILY OVERCOME BY CONSTITUTIONAL COURT IN REQUIRED REVIEW PROCESS 
OR BY MINOR AMEMDMENTS TO TEXT. 

B) ACCORDING TO AUGUST 1 LA REPUBBLICA, THE FIRST SOLAR ENERGY O 
POWER STATION TO BE BUILT UNDER EC AUSPICES WILL BE LOCATED NEAR 

POZZILLO IN CATANIA PROVINCE. THE 1000KW STATION WILL REPORTEDLY 
BE BUILT BY A CONSORTIUM WHICH INCLUDES ITALY'S ANSALDO AS WELL AS 
GERMAN AND FRENCH INDUSTRIAL GROUPS. REPUBBLICA REPORTS ALSO THAT 
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EC HAS APPROVED A 2 BILLION LIRE (2.2 MILLION DOLS.) CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE PROJECT, ESTIMATED COST OF WHICH IS 10 BILLION LIRE (11 MTLI.TO 
N 

DOLS.). 

C) A SOLAR ENERGY SYMPOSIUM WAS PROMINENT FEATURE OF RECENTLY- 
CONCLUDED MESSINA FUR. IPORTANT ROLE THAT SICILY CAN PLAY IN 
SOLAR ENERGY RESEARCH AND APPLICATION WAS AGAIN EMPHASIZED. 

INCLUDING THE PALERMO CONFERENCE/EXPOSITION LAST JUNE (PALERMO 430). 

THIS IS THE FOURTH SUCH MEETING TO BE HELD IN SICILY SINCE BEGINNING 
OF YEAR. COLLINS 
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